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Program Summary & Overview

International Training Modular
for Agribusiness Management

The International Training Modular for Agribusiness Management
(MAM) is a highly competitive program designed to immerse Zhejiang
University agricultural students in a curriculum that will enhance their
understanding of international agribusiness in order to prepare them
for a future in a global society. Students enroll in a 27.5-credit hour
curriculum in a variety of subject areas including the research
apprenticeship abroad. It is the aim of the program is to prepare
Zhejiang students for future leadership in agriculture.

The Chu Kechen Honors College facilitates

this honorary program. MAM believes that future leaders in
agriculture must have a solid understanding of modern agriculture
and technologies, business and management skills, excellent
leadership ability, and an international perspective on agribusiness
to emerge as successful contributors to the world of agriculture.

Origin of a Progressing Partnership
Zhejiang University, ranked among the top three Chinese
institutions, began its partnership with the University of Illinois in 2002. To foster this
relationship and strengthen research collaborations, the University of Illinois College of
Agricultural, Consumer, and Environmental Sciences (ACES) proudly hosted 18 of Zhejiang’s
finest students through the College of Agriculture’s MAM program in the
summer of 2010. This 2010 class engaged in a six-week research internship at
the University of Illinois, where they were matched with an ACES faculty
member with similar research interests. Students spent their time completing a
research project with their respective faculty members, learning about
graduate schools in the United States, and immersing themselves in American %
culture through industry-focused tours in Chicago and St. Louis. The program
was administered by the College of ACES Office of International Programs.
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This was the College of ACES’ first year working with MAM, and the program was highly
successful. The College looks forward to hosting Zhejiang University students in the coming
years.

Scope of Research and Academic Expectations
By the end of the six-week program, each Zhejiang student will have completed their research
project and will have designed a poster that they will share with College of ACES faculty and
fellow students. Not only will the Zhejiang students acquire an international understanding of
agribusiness, but ACES faculty also have a great opportunity to
* extend their international research collaborations. Each student will
spend 25 to 30 hours per week working on a research project in the
College of ACES. Past research areas have included evaluating
herbicide combinations for corn and cucumbers, analyzing the
Western Corn Rootworm rotation-resistant mechanism, looking at the
effects of actigen on gene expression profile in pigs, international
agricultural and conservation policies, grey water re-use system for
the future, freshwater mussel conservation, and studying synthetic circuits for enzyme
production. Zhejiang students can expect to participate in many hands-on experiments while
developing a solid understanding of graduate school work in the United States.

Campus Life and the American Culture
Besides conducting research in their respective labs, Zhejiang students will have many exciting
opportunities to explore and learn more about American culture and campus life at the
University of Illinois. Students will reside at a private housing residence hall on campus and
have access to the dining hall. In the 2010 program, Dr. Xinlei Wang, Professor of Agricultural
and Biological Engineering, took students on a day-long field trip to
Allerton Park and hosted a homemade barbeque at his home. Dr.
K.C. Ting, Department Head and Professor of Agricultural and
Biological Engineering, also served students lunch at the university
with homemade desserts while answering questions about the
college and career paths in agriculture. Some faculty took their
students to states across the country to participate in research
activities and conferences.
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Meet the Participants

Sun Li

Major: Agricultural Resources and Environmental Sciences
GPA: 3.8/4.0

Rank: 4/31

Honors: Second-class Academic Excellence Scholarship of
Zhejiang University (2007-2008), Third-class Scholarship for
Outstanding Students of Zhejiang University and Outstanding
Student-cadre of Zhejiang University (2008-2009)
Experiences: Participated in the Student Research Training
Program held by Zhejiang University and has two projects—one
on the combination of plant nutrition and GIS, and the other on
the discussion of the effects of an anonymous forum on college
students.

Chen Pan

Major: Animal Science and Technology

GPA: 3.2/4.0

Rank: 7/31

Education: ACES Department of Animal Science,

Zhejiang University

Experiences: Expression of Antibacterial Peptide by Bacillus
subtilis - 12th Student Research Training Program of Zhejiang
University. Molecular Improvement of Antibacterial Peptide
Apideacin and Expression by Bacillus subtilis, 4th National
Undergraduate Innovation Experiment Program

Chao Xu

Education: Department of Agriculture and Biotechnology
Zhejiang University

GPA: 3.6/4.0

Experiences: Last summer, | organized a summer social
practice team to conduct a survey on modern agriculture in
Longquan, Zhejiang province. In the 4 days of practice, | visited
many agricultural enterprises in Longquan and made sense of
modern agriculture in southeast China.
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Hu Yicheng

Major: Horticulture

Education: College of ACES University of Illinois,

Zhejiang University

GPA: 3.6/4.0

Rank: 45/128

Experiences: Because of my SRTP, | am interested in conducting
research on the carotenoid in loguat and learning more about it.
Furthermore, UIUC has the advanced technology and reputed
researchers in the USA, so | think I can improve my skills in
performing experiments, and | can extend my scope of study in the
field of horticulture.

Dai Zhongming
Major: Agricultural Resource and Environmental Sciences
GPA: 3.8/4.0

Rank: 2/31

Honors: Zhejiang University Scholarship (2008-2009), Ping An
Endeavourers Scholarship (2008-2009)

Experiences: For my research, | assessed the status of rural
development in order to learn about modern agriculture and new
rural construction and to realize the importance of ecological
agriculture. I also participated in scientific research projects, such as
Innovative Pilot Scheme for the State College Students, science and
technology innovation project, Zhejiang University Students, and the
Student Research Training Program.

Hu Tao

Major: Plants Protection, Agriculture, and Biotechnology
G.P.A.: 3.9/4.0

Rank: 16/128

Education: Zhejiang University

Honors: Excellent Student in Zhejiang University (twice), Ziyuan
Cheng Scholarship for Outstanding Merits

Experience: My research topic is on functional analysis of
phosphorylation site in BC1 gene of DNAf associated with tomato
yellow leaf curl China virus.
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Liang Wu

Major: Agricultural Resources and Environmental Sciences
GPA: 3.7/4.0

Rank: 10/31

Education: Start Your Business Job Training Course at Zhejiang
University, Chu Kechen Honors College at Zhejiang University,
International Training Modular for Agribusiness Management
Honors: Awarded The Honor of Excellent Student at Zhejiang
University, Scholarship for Outstanding Students of Zhejiang
University

Experiences: Served as a member of the Operation Center of
J&J Tomorrow Leader School, participated in the Student
Research Training Program held by Zhejiang University and had
two projects, participated in the Science and Technology
Innovation Project for university students.

Yang Ning

Major: Agricultural Resource and Environmental Sciences
GPA: 3.9/4.0

Rank: 1/31

Honors: National Scholarship (2007-2008), First prize of
Zhejiang University Scholarship (2008-2009), HSBC Scholarship
Experiences: Member of Prof. Ke Wang’s GIS Lab at the
Institute of Remote Sensing & Information System, Zhejiang
University. Mainly focused on “Research based on GIS
technology of tea plantation fertilization management system.”
New Shoot Talent Program, supported by the government of
Zhejiang Province.

NO

PICTURE
AVAILABLE

Yajun Zhang

Major: Horticulture

Education: College of Agriculture and Biotechnology,

Zhejiang University

GPA: 4.3/5.0

Rank: 4/128

Honors: The Second-Class Scholarship of Outstanding Students
at Zhejiang University

Experiences: School Innovation Competition — ‘Challenge
Cup’ (09/2008-05/2009). Study of the classification of Brassica
alboglabra Bailey. Student Research Training Program (05/2009-
present).
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Zhu Xinyu

Major: Agricultural Resources & Environment

GPA: 4.2/5.0

Rank: 2/31

Honors: ZJU Second-Class Scholarship for Outstanding
Students (2008-2009), ZJU Second-Class Scholarship for
Outstanding Merits

Experiences: Research Projects: The Research of Water
Pollution Caused by Turtle Breeding and The Application of
PLA Material in Slow-release Fertilizer

Huiyuan Lou

Major: Applied Biological Science

Minor: Agribusiness Management Honors

GPA: 3.9/4.0

Rank: 1/128

Honors: National Scholarship (twice), Excellent Student,
Zhejiang University (twice)

Experiences: Sept.2009 — presented “The Promotion of
Lactoferrin Produced by Genetic Engineering.” Conducted this
project in the seventh, "Dandelion™ Student Business Plan
Competition, Zhejiang University.

Yingfang Du

Major: Animal Science

Experiences: May 2009 — September 2009: The expression
differences of CPT-1 between native pigs and exotic breeds/
molecular biology lab of feed science institute of Zhejiang
University

Interests: Molecular biology, animal nutrition and immunity,
animal nutrition, and control of meat quality
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Yanqi Xu

NO Major: Animal Sciences, Veterinary Medicine
PICTURE GPA: 3.8/4.0
AVAILABLE T

Education: Zhejiang University, College Of Animal Science
Zhejiang University, Chukechen Honors College

Honors: The “Three Goods” Student, Third-Class scholarship,
Excellent Student scholarship

Interests: | love my major and hope to be an excellent specialist. So
I want to go abroad and do postgraduate study to receive higher
education after graduation. | want to do research on animal science.

Lu Yu

Major: Horticultural science

Education: ACES Department of Agriculture and Biotechnology
Zhejiang University

GPA: 3.8/4.0

Honors: Awarded as an excellent student cadre (2008-2009),
Receiver of the second-class peripheral scholarship of Northern City
Daily (2008-2009)

Experiences: March 2009—-May 2010: Phylogeographic Research
on the Smilax Complex Based on cpDNA trnS-G sequence Function:
Principal 2009 Practice in Institute of Genetics and Developmental
Biology, Chinese Academy of Science, location: Beijing.

Lin Xiaowen

NO
PICTURE Education: Zhejiang University (Undergraduate 2007—present)

AVAILABLE| Major: Environmental Engineering

Minor: MAM

Interests: Having participated in a research led by K. Yan with the

national science fund about ESP on oxidation of concentrated

ammonium sulfite with streamer plasma, | am now really intrigued by

this area.
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NO
PICTURE
AVAILABLE

Lu Xiao

Major: B.S. Agriculture and Biotechnology

Education: Zhejiang University

GPA: 3.8/4.0

Rank: 4/30

Honors: Second-Class Scholarship once and the Third twice;
First-Class Scholarship twice and the Second Scholarship once
Experience: Took part in a plant field practice for a week in Mount
Tianmu, Lin’an, China, recognizing and classifying the plant life
(July 2009). Took part in the Students’ Research Training Program in
University. As an organizer, | workd on the breeding of genetically
modified canola by the technology of gene gun (March 2009 to
present).

Xang Xuan

Major: Veterinary Medicine

GPA: 35

Interests: Animal nutrition and immunity as well as enzyme
activation and inhibition. In the past year | have joined SRTP with the
use of Soybean flavanoid.

Chen Wenyuan

Major: Environmental Science

GPA: 3.7/4.0

Rank: 3/27

Honors: National Scholarship 2007-2008, Xin-Ping Scholarship
2008-2009

Experiences: Member of Prof. Baoliang Chen’s Lab at the Institute
of Environment Pollution Control Technology, Zhejiang University.
Mainly focused on “Research on Adsorption Behavior of Organic
Pollutants On Biochar” National Innovation Experiment Program for
University Students, supported by Ministry of Education.
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Snapshots of Zhejiang Students at the
University of lllinois, Summer 2010
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July 23rd Chicago Field Trip

7:00 a.m, Depart from Urbana

10:00 a.m. Chicago Board of Trade
11:30 a.m. Sky deck (Willis Tower) Tour
12:30 p.m. Lunch at the Illini Center

Host and Speaker: Steve Lavin, Non
Executive Vice Chair OSI Group

3:00 p.m. Tour Chicago Botanical Garden




July 30th St. Louis Field Trip

7:00 a.m.

10:15 a.m.

12:00 p.m.

1:00 p.m.

2:00 p.m.

Depart from Urbana

Tour Monsanto Research Center with

Jim Mieure

Gene Discovery

Gene Insertion

Tissue Culture
Greenhouses

Growth Chambers
Greenhouse Test Plants

Lunch
Bunge Corporation Tour

Bunge Overview from Deb Seidel,
Director of Communications

Research Overview from Alex Goodson,
Research Analyst

s —
I —————
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Program Evaluations

1. What were your expectations of the study abroad program at the University
of lllinois before you arrived?
- Engage in American culture
- Learn and compare research skills in American lab setting
- Improve English
- Broaden horizons, learn about international agribusiness and trade

2. Did this program provide opportunities to understand graduate research
work at a U.S. university?
- Yes, a lot — 88%

3. How would you rate your communications and directions from the university
professor or lab staff on your project? (On a scale of 1-5, with 1 being no
direction and 5 being a good amount of direction).

- 75% rated 5’
“The lab staff was all patient and knowledgeable. We liked lab meetings.
We not only talked about experiments, but also talked about American
culture and their lives here.”
“Everyone was so warm and enthusiastic and always helped us in the
lab.”
- 20% rated ‘4’
“At the beginning of the program, there were some difficulties in
communication, but it got better.”

4. Could you estimate your weekly work time (in hours)?
- 25-30 hours per week on average
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. Did you find the proposed project too difficult, just the right amount of
difficulty, or not difficult enough? What could have made your project
better?
- 80% rated ‘Just right’
- 20% rated ‘Not difficult enough’
“Maybe discussing our expectations with the professor before we come
could help.”
“If the project can fit our major, it will be perfect.”

. How would you rate the field trip to Chicago (CBOT, OSI Presentation, and
Botanical Gardens)? On a scale of 1-5.
- 30% rated ‘4’
- 25% rated ‘5’
CBOT was by far the favorite trip — liked learning about trades/futures.
- 25% rated 3’
- 20% rated ‘2’ (no comments)

. How would you rate the field trip to St. Louis, (Monsanto, Bunge)? On a
scale of 1-5.

- 40% rated 5’

Monsanto was favorite trip here. “We learned about the latest technology
and see the huge gap in technology between two countries. ”

- 25% rated ‘4’

- 25% rated ‘3

- 10% rated 2’

. Did the graduate program information session help you to understand the
graduate program and the application process?
- 100% rated ‘yes’ — “Learning more about the application would be helpful
and also hearing from current graduate students in the program.”
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ILLINOTIS

University of lllinois
College of Agricultural, Consumer, and
Environmental Sciences

Office of International Programs
109 Mumford Hall, MC-710
1301 West Gregory Drive
Urbana, IL 61801

Phone: 217-244-2295

Fax: 217-333-4511

Email: crakes2@illinois.edu

URL: http://internationalprograms.aces.illinois.edu



